SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
namely, slavery, feudalism and capitalism. By a
complicated process of historical evolution it so
happens that science, the cumulative increase in the.
body of knowledge, has rendered the latest phase of
class domination, namely capitalism, out of date. It
neither operates of itself, neither can it be submitted to
any workable plan. It must therefore be abolished, and
with it the existing basis of class relations. This is
what is described by persons who know no Marx as
"Marxist dogma."
It should be clear that a notion like Marxism has
historical implications quite unlike any of the idealisms
of the past. A society that has set itself to abolish, not
merely the superficial idea of class, but its economic
roots, will have a history as fascinating as it is un-
predictable. In the past such a phenomenon was not
physically possible, on account of the comparatively
static nature of the body of scientific knowledge,
which rendered it virtually necessary for the bulk of
humanity to live always on the verge of material
destitution. This fact accounts for the essentially ckss
nature of all historical struggle in the past, for "bread
and butter" was always by far the most important
subject to quarrel about. Classless history, in the
sense that people will struggle, in a future Communist
world, not about "bread and butter," as heretofore,
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